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Kika de la Garza
92-285
WASHINGTON, D. C. Without being immodest about it, I can report that
the first social event of the Texas State Society of Washington to be held under the de la
Garza administration was a resounding success -- thanks to a great deal of cooperation from
a large number of fine folks.
It was the Society's big annual barbecue, and a measure of its success is
that we served over 700 people. A real Texas spread! There were fun and games for young
and old, and prizes galore were provided by Texas firms through the courtesy of my House
colleagues.
I took advantage of the opportunity to do some promotion of products of
South Texas industry. This is something I do every time I have a chance. These industries
provide jobs for our people -- and the better they do, the more jobs they can offer for we
cannot rest or miss a chance to get more jobs for our area. Everybody attending the
barbecue received a gOOdie bag containing South Texas onions from Deck Produce of McAllen,
Rotel tomatoes and green chilis from Elsa Canning Company, orange jui.ee from Taxsun, grape-
fruit from the Texas Citrus Exchange, and Aloevera cream from Mrs. Lee Ewald of La Villa.
Free transportation of the goods was provided by Trailwsys. Other prizes were handed out
to lucky winners of drawings held every half hour throughout the afternoon. These came
from allover the state and included levi jeans, flowers made from angora mohair, paper
flowers, school supplies, Pangburn's candy, pecan pralines, and many others.
A special prize was given by Senator Lloyd Bentsen: a gavel he used when he
presided over the Senate during a recent important vote. And the gavel was won by Gene
Godley, who worked on the staff of former Senator Ralph Yarborough. The place was
decorated with paper flowers, and pinatas made by Lucille and members of my staff. We a
had all the youngsters break a pinata filled with candy and other goodies. Great fun was
had by all. Eventhough it was a Texas affair, believe me all the flavor was South Texas.
* * *
THOSE ONIONS Distribution of the Deck Produce South Texas onions was
not confined to people attending the barbecue. For weeks other member of the House of
Representatives have been asking me when "their" onions would arrive in town. I was at
last able to satisfy them. A bag of onions was delivered to every member of the House and
Senate, committees and staff members on the Hill and U. S. officials. Also happy
recipients were several charitable organizations in the area. This was, I hope, effective
advertising for this important product of our area.
* * *
OIL IN SOUTH TEXAS Petroleum makes a substantial contribution to the
economy of the 15th Congressional District. Information I have received from the Texas
Mid-Continent Oil &Cas Association shovs that the nine counties in the District in 1969
produced more than 45 million barrel. of crude oil. valued at $146.6 million. and 1.1.
trillion cubic feet of natural gaa. valued at $154 million. EYery county produced some
gas and oil.
Landowners in the hi.trict who received a share of the production as
royalties participated in the di.~ributibD of a~prox~~.ly $36.5 million during the year.
This was in addition to amoUn~' ~aid fot redta! &rtd bdbuses on leases not yet developed.
Producers and royalty owners in the District also paid the state of
Texas some $17.8 million in production taxes levied on the gross value of their oil and
gas. School districts and other governmental jurisdictions also benefited from property
taxes paid on oil and gas operations.
The Texaa Employment Commiaaion reported that 2,039 persons worked in the
petroleum industry in the District during 1969. drawing .wages totaling $11 million. Not
included are the many persons employed in supplying equipment and services to the industry.
The industry is obviously a valuable business citizen of South Texas.
* * *
EXPORTS JIROM TEXAS - '1'0111 the U. S. Department of COmmerce comes the
information that exports of manufactured goods from Texas had aD estimated value or
~1.5 billion in the 1969-70 fiscal year.
Agricultural exports continued to contribute a substantial part of the
earnings of Texas farmers -- 14 1/2 cents of each dollar of the state's cash receipts from
farm marketings. Agricultural commodities shipped from Texas to foreign destinations
totaled approximately $22 million in value. fourth highest in the U. S.
Exports of fishery products from Texas were estimated at $10 million in
1969, 5 1/2 times their 1966 value. The increase made Texas the leading state exporter of
shrimp.
* * *
VISITORS -- Visiting my office this week were Mr. Bob Manning. of Browns-
Ville; Miss Linda Luna, of Los Fresnos; Mrs. Ceorge V. Bork. and her children. Michael,
John. and Beth Ann. of Lanh8lll. Maryland, formerly of Los Fresnos; Miss Melanie Smith. of
Lyford, who was attending a National 4-U Meeting; Mr. Jim Moyer, of McAllen; Miss Bridget
Neely. of Riviera, who was also attending a National 4-U Meeting; Mr. Robert A. RowlandII!.
of Houston, formerly of McAllen; Mr. John W. McLeod, who was en route to McAllen from a
stint with the Peace Corps; and Mr. J. Overby Smith, of Seabrook, Texas, formerly of
Weslaco.
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